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Dear Church Family, 

On behalf of the GVBC Youth Ministry, I 
would like to thank those who 
contributed to our Praise Night 
Fundraiser held on Saturday, March 29. 
Thanks to your extreme generosity we 
were able to raise over $11,000 which 
will benefit our Youth Camp Scholarship 
Fund. If you weren’t able to make it, we 
hope you will be able to join us next 
year. 

Many of our students and leaders 
participated with songs, skits, dance 
numbers, videos, as well as sharing 
testimonies and even poetry in celebration 
of our theme, “We Are One in Christ.” In 
addition to participating onstage, many 
students greeted our guests before the 
program, worked as stagehands, and 
served refreshments during the 
program. They also helped serve a 
delicious spaghetti dinner and ice 
cream dessert afterwards. 

We received many positive comments 
from our guests who said it was not only 
a blessing to see the students on stage, 
but also to be able to interact with the 
them as dinner was served. And 
thankfully, none of our guests got a plate 
of spaghetti spilled on them! 

I want to give special thanks to the 
following people for going above and 
beyond in their support of Praise Night: 

 Chef Nick Mura for providing the 
evening’s menu. 

 Yoshitaka Horita for doing our sound 

(Continued on page 2) 

By Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern 

(Above & below) Making donations 

from the Praise Donation Board 

Thomas Kaneshige reading 

his original poem 
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 Wendy Nakano, Peggy Kushigemachi, and Melissa Kikawa for 
providing childcare. 

 Nelson Shirota and Charles Matsuda for doing videography. 

 Carol Allen, David Addison, Stephanie Ueda, Diana Tallie, and 
Dorothy Dresser for baking cookies and tarts. 

 Toshiko Tomiyasu for helping wash dishes. 

This was the first year of trying something completely different than 
Obento and it turned out to be our most successful fundraiser to 
date. In closing, I would like to paraphrase the apostle Paul from 
Ephesians 3:20-21. Therefore, all praise must go to God who is 
able to do 
immeasurably more 
than all I could have 
asked or imagined, 
according to His 
power which was at 
work within us. To 
Him be glory in the 
church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever 
and ever!  Amen! 

Blessings in Christ, 
Layne Wakuta 

(Continued from page 1) 

PRAISE NIGHT FUNDRAISER (CONTINUED) 
BY LAYNE WAKUTA, PASTORAL INTERN 

Amajesty Aubrey 

Testimonies by 

Alexis Nishimoto, 

Rebekah Pitpitan 

We would like to welcome Tammy Hernandez to our GVBC 
Staff as the Early Childhood Coordinator. Tammy and her 
husband, Aaron, have attended our church since 2000. They 
have a four-year-old son, Alexander, who will be five on Friday, 
April 18. 

Tammy has served in Children’s Ministry for 11 years.   She is 
creative and has a loving rapport with families and the Sunday 
school staff.  

EARLY CHILDHOOD WELCOMES 
NEW STAFF MEMBER 

(L) Jordan Corliss, Caitlin Matsunami,       

Jordan Fabrao-Oda, and Sheri Shimazu  

sharing their voices 
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GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
Pastor Chris Koga 

“Radical Love Surrenders” 

April 18 — 7:00 – 8:15 p.m. 

Sanctuary 

KidZone (1
st —

 5
th
 Grades) Easter Egg 

Hunt in the dark. Please bring a flashlight. 

No other childcare will be available. 

EASTER SUNDAY 
SERVICES 

April 20 
8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Both services in the Community Hall 
Radical Love Transforms ~ 

Revelations 21:5 
Pastor Steve Langley 

No Middle or High School Sunday school 

NICHIGO EASTER 
SERVICE 
BAPTISMS 

April 20 
11:00 a.m. 
Sanctuary 

Pastor Eiji Osato 

 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

Monday, April 21 

 

HOLY WEEK EVENTS 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EASTER CELEBRATION 

 
by Tammy Hernandez 

Early Childhood Coordinator 

 

The 2014 Early Childhood Easter Celebration at GVBC 
on Saturday, April 12 was a joyful time of fellowship 
and remembrance of the hope we have in the 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ.  

Volunteers throughout our church came together to 
help our Nursery, Toddler, Preschool and 
Kindergarten Sunday school teachers serve our Early 
Childhood families.  There were a total of 144 guests 
who were treated to a delicious breakfast provided by 
Rob Kato, beautiful photo portraits by Silvio Carrara 
and fun activities highlighting the Easter story of Jesus. 

Our Sunday school teachers and other dedicated 
church groups ran the individual Easter stations. 
Among the total number of guests, there were 44 
families, 65 children from our Early Childhood 
Department and two walk-in visitors. 

Some of our Sunday school students also brought 
friends who visited our church for the first time. They 
experienced the warmth of our family in Christ.  After 
celebrating with us, our guests were able to take home 
a hanging ornament which had stickers symbolizing 
Jesus’ journey through Holy Week (Palm Sunday to 
Resurrection Day on Easter Sunday).  

We hope our families are able to keep the real 
meaning of Easter in their hearts and cherish the hope 
and love God gave us through Christ from our event.  

Carol Kimura serving the Last 

Supper to Yuma Shiraiwa 

Ceremony of hand washing 

(L) Michele Hirano reading 

the Easter story to the 

children 

Mary Frey “rushes” to 

see the empty tomb. 
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Ken Matsuda, a staff member of Rifu Oasis Chapel (ROC), came to 
visit GVBC from Friday, February 28 to Wednesday, March 12. Ken 
arrived with his wife, Naoko, and their two daughters, Mako and 
Koto 

The purpose for bringing Ken and his family at this time was to 
deepen our church relationship. Pastor Makito Matsuda, senior 
pastor at ROC, made a request to Pastor Steve when we visited the 
Rifu Church in October 2011.  He requested GVBC give his church 
staff members opportunities to take a leave from their work to have 
a good rest. Therefore, we invited Yoshi Kikuchi in summer 2012 to 
GVBC 

When Ken and his family came, this was our second time inviting a 
ROC staff member to our church. Though we wanted Ken to have a 
good rest here in Gardena, he was quite busy preparing for the Pray 
for Japan Concert held on Saturday, March 8. 

During the concert, he shared ROC’s vision with us. ROC has set 
three goals to work toward. The first one is to meet TODAY’S NEED 
to provide tsunami victims daily food and clothes. Their second goal 
is to meet TOMORROW’S NEED to build future community leaders 
in their area. And, the third and the most important goal is to meet 
the ETERNAL NEED to bring people to Jesus Christ to receive 
eternal life. 

Ken and the other staff members at ROC have been working so 
hard to fulfill their task to meet these three needs since the tsunami 
hit their area on March 11, 2011. We had over 160 people attend 
the Pray for Japan Concert and raised $5,799 for the work of ROC.  

Thank you for your generous support. 

KEN MATSUDA’S VISIT FROM JAPAN 
BY PASTOR EIJI OSATO 



FAMILY NEWS  
“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” -JOHN 13:34 

Our prayers and condolences go out to: 
Mark Gohata and family in the passing of his mother, Jan, who passed away on Wednesday, April 2. The funeral service 
was held on Monday, April 14 at GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley officiated. 
 

Tom & Kathy Jono and family in the passing of Kathy’s father who passed last week in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
 

Baby Announcement 
Congratulations to our GVBC staff member Jan Magnani in the birth of fifth grandson, King Magnus De Guzman who 
was born around 5:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 9. Little King weighed 6 lbs. 7 oz. and was 20¼ inches long. Proud 
parents are Jan’s daughter Timi and her husband Peter. King has three older brothers, Tachji, Peter, and Paul, to help 
take care of him. 
 

Letters to our family 

Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so much for your support following Frank’s  heart attack late last year. He has been 
making steady progress since then. Your continued prayers and good wishes helped to heal him as much as the many 
generous gifts of lovely floral arrangements and delicious foods. The sushi, sandwiches, cookies and fruits helped to 
make our dark times a lot brighter. Again, thank you very much. Sincerely with love, Frank & Patsy Kuwata and family. 
 
The Judkins and Kitaoka family deeply appreciated your presence at Rene’s [Chieko Kitaoka’s daughter] celebration of 
life. Thank you for all the cards we received, words of comfort, and to those who provided the desserts and to         
Violet Dresser who coordinated the reception and cleanup. 
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OUR MISSION FIELD 
“GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . . “ MATTHEW 28:19 

MARCH NEWS FROM CITYLIGHTS CHURCH BY TOM DEMOREST tom@citylightschurch.org  

AWANA!  I consider myself a man of faith. But I have to 
confess, I was more than just a little skeptical when a couple in 
the church approached me about starting an Awana program 
for the children in the community. Awana is a children’s Bible 
training ministry which has been around for over 60 years (I 
went to Awana when I was a kid—not quite 60 years ago). You 
can check it out at www.awana.org. As cool as the idea was on 
paper I doubted how successful it would be in our inner-city 
environment. 

But God placed on my heart the need to help people in the church find their place in ministry. So, when this couple 
said they felt God calling them, it caught my attention. Upon doing a little research, we were shocked to find, though 
Awana programs littered the cities around us, there were none in our area of Long Beach. So after much prayer we 
boldly took the step of bringing Awana to downtown Long Beach. 

Every Thursday night, we open the doors of the church to the kids in the neighborhood to come and learn about the 
Bible through games, music, scripture memorization and A LOT of fun. God has TOTALLY BLOWN ME AWAY with 
all He’s done. I worried the neighborhood kids wouldn't want to come or if they did come, they would not like it. But I 
was completely wrong. We’ve been at it for six weeks and the attendance has grown from 5 to 27 children. Every 
week we’ve not only had new kids from the neighborhood, but they are eager to invite their friends to join. 

I’ve been stunned at how good the kids are at memorizing the Bible verses. These kids come in with zero Bible 
exposure and are memorizing important passages like John 3:16, Romans 6:23, Romans 5:8 and Acts 16:31. They 
also explain, in their own words, what it means to trust in Jesus. Last week one girl who is completely new to the 
Bible was able to recite to me all the books of the New Testament— in order. Psalms 119:9 tells us to “hide the 
word of God in our hearts” which is what we are doing with these kids. It’s awesome!  

A secondary benefit has been seeing how the people of Citylights Church have stepped up to make it happen. In 
my doubting period, I worried all the work would fall on me. But each week a different person has handled teaching 
the main lesson and they have all done an amazing job. Its been great to see. 

Just when I thought I had God figured out and I knew what to expect with inner-city ministry, He does something 
like this to blow the top off of the box of my limited expectations of Him. I again am amazed at what an awesome 
God we serve and feel absolutely humbled by the privilege it is to serve Him in this way. 



GVBC CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Friday, August 22, Lakewood Golf Course. GVBC’s Friday 
Food Ministry, Gardena Human Services, and the Center for 
Pacific Asian Families (which provides services for domestic 
violence victims) will be the recipients of the proceeds. 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
Monday, August 1, Labor Day 
 
 

WOMEN’S WEEKEND 
Instead of our Annual Women’s Retreat, we are having a 
"Women's Weekend" at GVBC on: Friday, October 17, 7:00 — 
9:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 18, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
Friday will be a Women's Night of Worship. Saturday we’ll 
have messages, crafts, workshops, etc. Save the date! 

FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR 
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Saturdays of April 26, May 17, and June 21, 8:00 a.m. — 
1:00 p.m., Community Hall 
 
 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
Thursday, May 1, 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Room 119. 
Prayer pamphlets available in the Narthex. Come in 
whenever you are available to pray for our nation. You will 
be able to sit down and pray on your own or you can use 
the pamphlet on National Day of Prayer which will be in the 
room ready for you. 
 
 

BILINGUAL SERVICE 
Saturday, May 10, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m., Sanctuary. 
Refreshments served in Room 201 after the service. 
Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor Eiji 
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. The next Bilingual Service 
is June 14. 
 
 

BABY DEDICATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, May 11, Mother’s Day, both services. 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
Monday, May 26, Memorial Day 
 
 

180 SENIOR HIGH 
LONG BEACH SHORT-TERM MISSION TRIP 
Saturday, June 21 to Friday, June 27. 
 
 

MT. HERMON JEMS SUMMER CAMP 
Registration for the Mt Hermon JEMS summer camp is 
available. When: June 29 - July 5. Where: Mt Hermon 
Christian Camp, Santa Cruz, California. Who: Speaker is 
Ken Fong of Evergreen, LA. Cost: $594 Economy, $783 
Standard, $963 Deluxe, $110 for 3yrs. and under, $254 
ages 4-12. Go to the JEMS website for registration 
application: http://www.jems.org/ 
 
 

GVBC REUNION FOR TEEN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
(TCF) 
Saturday, July 12 at GVBC, 12:00 noon, potluck lunch, in 
celebration of our 100

th
 Anniversary. TCF was a Sunday 

night fellowship and youth ministry in the late 1960s to the 
late 1980s. If you were part of GVBC youth/college groups 
during this era, please join us for a time of fellowship, food, 
music and special guests. And, please spread the word to 
invite your friends. Questions: Contact Kent Komae at 
kkomae@aol.com. 
 
 

SON TREASURE ISLAND VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Monday, July 14 to Friday, July 18. Registration begins on 
Sunday, May 18. 
 
 

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP 
July 27 to August 1, Oak Glen Christian Conference 
Center. 
 
 

100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION LUNCHEON 
Saturday, August 16, Marriott Hotel, Torrance. Pick up 
your FREE “Save the Date” magnet and a GVBC 100th 
Anniversary Post-It pads on the Narthex counter. 
 

 

 

PRIMETIMER’S UPCOMING TOURS 

 Warner Brothers Studio VIP Tour: Tuesday, June 10, 
$122 per person (make checks payable to GVBC with 
Warner Bros. Tour in memo line). Tour Warner Brothers 
Studio and have lunch at the Studio Café. Tour leaves 
at 8:00 a.m. from GVBC and returns approximately by 
3:00 p.m. Final payment due May 18. 

 Nebraska/Spam Museum Tour: Wednesday, Sept. 24 to 
Wednesday ,October 1. Cost: double occupancy $1,899 
(single add $399) per person. Travel Insurance is NOT 
included. Final Payment due no later than 
Thursday, July 24 (make checks payable to GVBC 
with Nebraska Tour in memo line). For further info 
and reservation contact Keiko or Richard Imatomi. 

http://www.jems.org/
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ONLINE GIVING 
Don’t have a check or cash handy?  You can give online! 
Check our website at www.gvbc.net, “Give” for various opportunities to donate. 

The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2014 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, 

FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, 

ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of 

the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to 

editing and/or postponement. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE 
Available online Wednesday, May 7 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies available in the GVBC Narthex and in the back of the 
Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, May 4. 

GVBC SCHOLARSHIPS 
Two college scholarships are available this year: 

Christian Service Scholarship 

This scholarship is given as an encouragement to those who use their Spiritual gifts in Christian 
service. 

Meriko Kishiyama Scholarship 

Meriko Kishiyama was a dedicated Christian who had a strong love and ministry for the youth. She 
also devoted herself to personal evangelism and follow-up. This scholarship is given by friends and 
family of Meriko Kishiyama to assist a Christian young person with their education and to help them 
realize the place Jesus Christ should have in their lives. 

Applications for both scholarships are available in the Narthex or online at www.gvbc.net. 

CENTENNIAL CHRISTMAS MUSICAL AND CASTING MEETING HAS BEEN 

POSTPONED 
This year’s Christmas drama and the Sunday, April 27 Casting Meeting has been postponed 
until further notice. 

PASTORAL STAFF MEMBER ON SABBATICAL 

Pastor Annette Kakimoto is on a three-month sabbatical from April 1 to June 30. 

On Thursday, April 10, she left for Japan. One of her stops will be Oasis Life Chapel in Rifu where 
she will be speaking during their Sunday service. 

On Thursday, April 24 she will return to the States and continue her sabbatical. 

Annette will return to GVBC on Tuesday, July 1. 

PARKING ON SUNDAYS 
Every Sunday, we have the use of the Union Bank parking 

lot, located on the corner of Western Ave and 158
th
 Street !  

Please help ease congestion by parking there.  



┌     ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone    (310) 323-5683 

Website  www.gvbc.net 

E-mail     gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter    http://twitter.com/gvbc 
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 Steve Langley Senior Pastor ext 0 

 Daniel Matsuda Associate Pastor, Youth ext 681 

 Eiji Osato Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext 676 

 James Chang Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext 679 

 Annette Kakimoto Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext 680  

 Chris Koga Assistant Pastor, College ext 685  

 Layne Wakuta Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext 684 

 Susan Wakuta Elementary Children’s Director ext 689  

 Michelle Koga Nursery Director  

 Tammy Hernandez Early Childhood Coordinator 

 J.J. Frey Worship Coordinator  

 Wendy Nakano Office Manager ext 672 

 Peggy Kushigemachi Financial Assistant ext 675 

 Jan Magnani Secretary ext 671 

 Rei Abe Nichigo Secretary ext 677  

 Aubrey Matsunami Christian Educ. Secretary ext 678  

 Susie Shelley Newsletter Editor ext 673  

 Socorro “Coco” Kagawa Maintenance Asst 

 Gerald Mayewaki Maintenance, AV Asst.  

 Robert Kato Sunday Services, Assistant 

GVBC Staff Worship Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School concurrent 

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206 
 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 
EASTER SUNDAY 

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. Community Hall 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Radical Love Transforms Rev. 21:5 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 27 
Pastor James Chang ~ 1 Corinthians 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 4/COMMUNION 
 ~ 1 Corinthians 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 11 
 ~ 1 Corinthians 

 

Easter Sunday 
April 20 


